
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY 

SUBJECT: SOCIOLOGY 

SEMESTER: FIRST  

COURSE NAME: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 

EXISTINGF BASE SYLLABUS: UG –CBCS 

COURSE LEVEL: 100-199 

CREDIT: 4 
UNIT NO. UNIT CONTENT NO. OF CLASSES  Marks 

100 
Contact 
Classes (50) 

Non-
Contact 
Class (10) 

Unit 1: Sociology: 
Discipline and 
Perspective  
 

a. Thinking Sociologically  
b. Sociology as Science (Comte, Durkheim, 
Weber, Marx) 
c. Emergence of Sociology and Social 
Anthropology  
d. Sociology and other Social Sciences: 
Anthropology, Philosophy, Psychology,  
    Economics and History 
 

10 2 20 

Unit 2: Basic Concepts  
 

Social group: meaning, features and types 
Socialization, Social control, Status and Role  
Communities, Associations and Institutions 
Social Change: Meaning, Nature and Factors 
of social change 
 

20 4 40 

Unit 3 Culture and 
Society 
 

a. Culture and Society: Meaning and Types 
b. Ethnocentrism, Cultural Relativism, 

Cultural Pluralism, Diversity 
c. Approaches to the study of culture 

20 4 40 



d. Processes of Culture: Diffusion, 
Acculturation, Assimilation, Enculturation, 
Cultural Lag 

 
 

READING LIST 

Unit 1: Sociology: Discipline and Perspectives  
a. Thinking Sociologically  

• Inkeles, Alex. (1976). What is Sociology? An Introduction to the Discipline and Profession. Delhi. 
Prentice Hall of India. 

 Mills. C. W.  (1959). The Sociological Imagination: New York, Oxford University Press. Chapter 1, 
‘The Promise’. 

 Giddens, Anthony and Philip W. Sutton (2017). Sociology: Delhi. Polity. 
 Macionis, John and Ken Plummer. (2008). Sociology: A Global Introduction: Delhi. Prentice Hall of 

India. 
 
b. Sociology as Science 

     Aron, Raymond. (2022). Main Currents in Sociological Thought Vol.1: Delhi. Rawat. Chapter 3 
Auguste Comte and Chapter 4, ‘Karl Marx. 

     Aron, Raymond. (2022) Main Currents in Sociological Thought Vol.2: Delhi. Rawat. Chapter 4, 
‘Emile Durkheim’ and Chapter 6, ‘Max Weber’. 

       H.H. Gerth and C. Wright Mills (Translated and edited), From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, 
pp. 129-156, New York: Oxford University Press, 1946. 

      Chalmers, A.F. (1976). What is This Thing called Science? Queensland. University of Queensland. 

 
c. Emergence of Sociology and Social Anthropology 

 
 Ritzer, George. (1996). Classical Sociological Theory. New York: McGraw Hill. Chapter 1, ‘A 

Historical Sketch of Sociological Theory- The Early Years’, (pp.13-46).  
 

d. Sociology and Other Social Sciences  
 
Sociology and Anthropology 

 Béteille, Andre. (2002). Sociology: Essays in Approach & Method. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press. Chapter 2, ‘Sociology and Social Anthropology’, (pp.28-54).  
 

Sociology & Philosophy 
 

 Bottomore, T. B. (1971). Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature. London: Allen and Unwin. 
Chapter 4, ‘The Social Sciences, History and Philosophy’, (pp.65-80).  

 Sociology & Psychology  

 Bottomore, T. B. (1971). Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature. London: Allen and Unwin. 
Chapter 4, ‘The Social Sciences, History and Philosophy’, (pp.65-80).  



 Beattie, J. (1964). Other Cultures: Aims, Methods and Achievements in Social Anthropology. 
London: Routledge &Kegan Paul Ltd. Chapter 2, ‘Social Anthropology and Some Other Sciences of 
Man’, (pp. 25-29).  

 
 

Sociology & Economics 
 

 Smelser, N. J.and Alex Inkeles (2013). The Sociology of Economic Life. Winscon, Quid Pro Books  
(Kindle Edition) 

 Bottomore, T. B. (1971). Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature. London: Allen and Unwin. 
Chapter 4, ‘The Social Sciences, History and Philosophy’, (pp.65-80).  

 Kumar, Krishan. (1978) Prophecy and Progress: The Sociology of Industrial and Post-
Industrial, London, Allen Lane: The Penguin Press 

 
Sociology & History  

 
 Burke, Peter. (1980). Sociology and History. London: George Allen and Unwin. Chapter 1, 

‘Sociologists and Historians’, (pp.13-30).  
 

•     MacIver, Robert M and Page, Charles Hunt. (1949). Society. New York: Rinehart. Chapter 10, ‘Types 
of Social Groups’, (pp.213-237).  

•     Horton, Paul B. and Hunt, Chester L. (2004). Sociology.  New Delhi: Tata McGraw-Hill. Chapter 8, 
(pp.185-209). 

 
 
 
Unit 2: Basic Concepts  

a. Social group: meaning, features and types 
b. Socialization, Social control, Status and Role  
c. Communities, Associations and Institutions 
d. Social Change: Meaning, nature, Factors of social change 

 
 
 Bottomore, T. B. (1971). Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature. London: Allen and Unwin. 

Chapter 4, ‘The Social Sciences, History and Philosophy’, (pp.65-80).  

 MacIver, Robert M and Page, Charles Hunt. (1949). Society. New York: Rinehart. Chapter 10, ‘Types 
of Social Groups’, (pp. 213-237). 

 Horton, Paul B. and Hunt, Chester L. (2004). Sociology. New Delhi: Tata McGraw-Hill. Chapter 8, 
(pp. 185-209). 
 

 Horton, Paul B. and Hunt, Chester L. (2004). Sociology. New Delhi: Tata McGraw Hill. Chapter 9, 
(pp. 210-229). 

 Firth, Raymond. (1956). Human Types. Thomas Nelson & Sons. Chapter 3, ‘Work and Wealth of 
Primitive Communities’, (pp.71-97).  



 Bierstedt, Robert. (1974). The Social Order. McGraw Hill. Chapter 20, ‘The Problem of Social 
Change’ (pp.527-567).  

 
 Ritzer, George. (2004). The McDonaldisation of Society. Pine Forge Press. Chapter 1, ‘An 

Introduction to McDonaldisation’, (pp. 1-20), Chapter 2, McDonaldisation and Its Precursors’ (pp. 21-
39), Chapter 9, ‘McDonaldisation in a Changing World’, (pp. 167- 199).  

 
 

Unit 3 Culture and Society 

a. Culture and Society: Meaning and Types 
b. Ethnocentrism, Cultural Relativism, Cultural Pluralism, Diversity 
c. Approaches to the study of culture 
d. Diffusion, Acculturation, Assimilation, Enculturation, Cultural Lag 

 

• Bierstedt, Robert. (1974). The Social Order. New York: McGraw Hill Book Company. Part 3, Chapter 
5, ‘The Meaning of Culture’, (pp. 125-151), Chapter 6, ‘The Content of Culture’, (pp. 152-187), Chapter 
7, ‘The Acquisition of Culture’, (pp.188-212).  

• Redfield, Robert. (1956). How Human Society Operates. In Harry L. Shapiro (Ed.) Man, Culture and 
Society (pp.345-368). New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
 Sumner, W.G. (2007). Folkways: A Study of Mores, manners, Customs and Morals. India. Cosimo 

Classics 
 

 Ogburn, W.F. and M.F. Nimkoff (1940) Sociology, California, University of California 
 
 

 

COURSE OBVJECTIVES 

• To introduce students to the field of Sociology and its basic concepts.  
• To understand the historical trajectory of the discipline of Sociology  
• To introduce the students to a sociological way of thinking.  

• To provide a foundation for the other more detailed and specialized courses in Sociology 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• The course will enable students to comprehend social reality through sociological concepts.  
• The course will assist students for higher studies, competitive examinations and research work. 
    Enable critical and analytical thinking. 
    Enable them to develop empathy, communication skills and multicultural    competence. 

 

THEORY CREDIT: 4 

NUMBER OF CONTACT CLASSES:50 

NUMBER OF NON-CONTACT CLASSES: 10 



Course level: 100-199 

 

Particulars of course designer (name, institution, email id): 

i) Shabeena Yasmin Saikia 

Gauhati University 

shabeenasaikia@gauhati.ac.in 

 

ii) Swarnali Basumatary 

swarnalibasumatary@gauhati.ac.in 

Gauhati University 

 

iii) Ritwik Rupam Sarma 

ritwiksrm@gauhati.ac.in 

Gauhati University 

 

iv) Tanweer Fazal 

fazaltanweer@yahoo.co.in 

University of Hyderabad 

 

v)Draghima Basumatary 

draghima.basumatary@cottonuniversity.ac.in 

Cotton University 

 

vi)Sambit Mallick 

sambit@iitg.ac.in 

IIT Guwahati 

 

vii) Uddipan Dutta 



uddipandutta@gmail.com 

Gauhati University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY 

 

SUBJECT: SOCIOLOGY 

SEMESTER: SECOND 

COURSE NAME: UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY IN INDIA 
EXISTINGF BASE SYLLABUS: UG –CBCS 

COURSE LEVEL: 200-299 

CREDIT: 4 
UNIT NO. UNIT CONTENT NO. OF CLASSES  Marks 

100 
Contact 
Classes (45) 

Non-
Contact 
Class (15) 

Unit 1: India: An Object 
of Knowledge  
 

a. The Colonial Approach 
b. Nationalist Perspectives 
c. The Subaltern Approach 
 

15 5 35 

Unit 2: Indian Society: 
Concepts  

 

a. Caste 
b. Tribe 
c. Gender 
d. Rural Society 
e. Industrial Society 
 

15 5 35 

Unit 3: Indian Society: 
Institutions 
 

a. Kinship 
b. Family and Marriage 
c. Religion 
 

15 5 30 

READING LIST 
Unit 1: India: An Object of Knowledge  

a. The Colonial Approach  
 Cohn, B.S. (1990). An Anthropologist among the Historians and Other Essays. Delhi: Oxford University 

Press.(pp.136-171).  
 Dirks, N. (2011) Caste of the Mind: Colonialism and the Making of India. Princeton University Press 



 
b. Nationalist Perspectives   

 
 Cohn, B.S. (1990) An Anthropologist among the Historians and Other Essays. Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 

136-171. 

 Chandra, B. et.al (2016) India’s Struggle for Independence, Penguin India 

Gandhi, M.K., (1938), Hind Swaraj. Ahmedabad: Navjivan Publishing House. 

 
c. The Subaltern Approach  

• Guha, R. (1982). Subaltern Studies, Volume I. Delhi: Oxford University Press. (pp.1- 8).  
 
Unit 2: Indian Society: Concepts 

a. Caste  
• Srinivas, M.N. (1969). The Caste System in India. In A. Béteille (Ed.), Social Inequality: Selected Readings 
(pp.265-272). Harmondsworth: Penguin Books.  
 
• Mencher, J. (1991). The Caste System Upside Down. In D. Gupta (Ed.), Social Stratification (pp.93-109). Delhi: 
Oxford University Press.  
 
 Srinvas, M. N. (1987). The Dominant Caste and Other Essays. Delhi: Oxford University Press. (pp.20-59).  
 

b.Tribe  
 Haimendorf, C. V. F. (1967). The Position of Tribal Population in India. In P. Mason  India and Ceylon: Unity 

and Diversity. New York: Oxford University Press. Chapter 9  
 

 Munshi, Indra (2004), Verrier Elwin and Tribal Development in T.B. Subba and Sujit Som (eds) Between 
Ethnography and Fiction: Verrier Elwin and the Tribal Question in India, New Delhi: Orient Longman 
 

 Xaxa, V. ( 2011) Tribes and Social Exclusion (Occasional Paper, No. 2). Calcutta: CSSSC- 
UNICEF, Pp. 1-18. 

 
 Beteille. A. (1986)  The Concept of Tribe with Special Reference to India in European Journal of Sociology Vol. 

27, No. 2, pp. 297-318 (22 pages)Cambridge University Press 
 

 
c. Gender  

 S. Jackson and S. Scott (eds.) 2002 Gender: A Sociological Reader, London: Routledge. Introduction, pp. 1‐
26. 

 Dube, L., 1988, “On the Construction of Gender: Hindu Girls in Patrilineal India”, in K. 
Chanana (ed.), Socialization, Education and Women: Explorations in Gender Identity. New Delhi: Orient 
Longman, Pp.166-192 

 Uberoi, Patricia “Feminine Identity and National Ethos in Indian Calendar Art” In Economicand Political 
Weekly Vol. 25, No. 17 (Apr. 28,1990), (pp. WS41‐WS48). 

 Rege, S. 1998. “Dalit Women Talk Differently: A Critique of 'Difference' and Towards a Dalit Feminist 
Standpoint Position.” Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 33, No. 44 (Oct.31‐Nov. 6, 1998) (pp 39‐48) 

 Oakley, Ann. (1972). Sex, Gender and Society. London. Temple Smith. 
 



 
d.Rural Society  

 Dhanagare, D.N. (1991).The Model of Agrarian Classes in India. In D.Gupta (Ed.), Social 
Stratification (pp. 271-275). Delhi: Oxford University Press.  

 Madan, V., 2002, “Introduction” in V. Madan (ed.), The Village in India. Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, Pp. 1-26 

 
 

e. Industrial Society  
 Breman, J. (1999). The Study of Industrial Labour in Post-Colonial India: The Formal Sector. 

Contributions to Indian Sociology, 33(1&2),pp.1-41. 
 
UNIT 3 Indian Society: Institutions 

 
a. Kinship 

 
 Karve, I. (1994). The Kinship Map of India. In P. Uberoi (Ed.), Family, Kinship and Marriage in 

India (pp.50-73). Delhi: Oxford University Press.  
 

b. Family and Marriage 
 

 Karve, I. (1994). The Kinship Map of India. In P. Uberoi (Ed.), Family, Kinship and Marriage in 
India (pp.50-73). Delhi: Oxford University Press.  

 
c. Religion  

 Srinivas, M.N. and A.M. Shah., 1968, “Hinduism”, in D.L. Sills (ed.), The International Encyclopedia 
of Social Sciences, Volume 6. New York: Macmillan, Pp. 358-366. 

 Momin, A.R., 1977, “The Indo Islamic Tradition”, Sociological Bulletin, 26, Pp. 242-258. 
 Uberoi, J.P.S., 1991, “Five Symbols of Sikh Identity”, in T.N. Madan (ed.), Religion in India. Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, Pp. 320- 332. 
 

 

COURSE OBVJECTIVES: 

• To understand India as an object of sociological study and knowledge.  
• To understand the existing and evolving discourses and ideologies on Indian society.  
• To understand key concepts and institutions which are useful for understanding of Indian society.  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

. • The course will enable students to have an understanding on when, how and in what context Sociology as 
an academic discipline has emerged in India.  
• The course will enable students to acquire a broad overview on various issues, concerns and overall social 
situations of Indian society by looking at diverse concerns of sociologists of India since the time of its inception 
as an academic discipline.  

 



 

THEORY CREDIT : 4 

NUMBER OF CONTACT CLASSES: 45 

NUMBER OF NON-CONTACT CLASSES : 15 

 

PARTICULARS OF COURSE DESIGNERS:  

i) Shabeena Yasmin Saikia 

Gauhati University 

shabeenasaikia@gauhati.ac.in 

 

ii) Swarnali Basumatary 

swarnalibasumatary@gauhati.ac.in 

Gauhati University 

 

iii) Ritwik Rupam Sarma 

ritwiksrm@gauhati.ac.in 

Gauhati University 

 

iv) Tanweer Fazal 

fazaltanweer@yahoo.co.in 

University of Hyderabad 

 

v)Draghima Basumatary 

draghima.basumatary@cottonuniversity.ac.in 

Cotton University 

 

vi)Sambit Mallick 

sambit@iitg.ac.in 


